
their faithful practice of giving back 
to neighbors in need. They gave 
generously and regularly to God’s 
Pantry Food Bank. In 1997, Lynn 
and Virginia Grogan established 
two Charitable Remainder Trusts, 
funded with shares of stock 
in their family business. After 
Lynn and Virginia passed away, 
the remaining funds from their 
charitable trusts were distributed 
to God’s Pantry Food Bank and 14 
other organizations they supported 
during their lives.

“In today’s economy, the 
more creative leaders of large 

organizations will find a way to 
support local businesses because 
they recognize that will best serve 
their mission and community,” says  

Alan. Virginia and Lynn Grogan’s 
lives of giving and service are a 
legacy that continues to lift the  
lives of their neighbors.  

Despite the fact that she works full-time, “Janet” 
doesn’t bring home enough each month to meet 

her family’s basic living expenses. 

It’s not uncommon for middle-aged adults in 
Prestonsburg. In this small community of about 3,500 
that serves as the seat of Floyd County, more than  
one in four neighbors live below the poverty line.  
In fact, according to a recent Feeding America  
study, Kentucky ranks #1 for “most individuals ages  
50-59 living with food insecurity.” Statewide, 18.6%  
of folks in their pre-retirement decade often don’t  
know where next week’s meals will come from.  
(By contrast, Colorado has the lowest rate for older 
adult food insecurity, at 4.1%.)

The Kentucky statistic is one  
God’s Pantry Food Bank is working  

to change, with your help!

In Floyd County alone, gifts from good friends allow 
us to stock pantries, schools, and soup kitchens in 
20 locations. For Janet, who is separated from her 
husband and supporting the couple’s three college-
age children, the 
end-of-the-month 
help she receives 
from a nearby 
Prestonsburg pantry 
bridges the gap 
for her family. The 
healthy grocery basics allow her to stretch her food 
budget, ensuring good nutrition and three square meals 
a day for herself and her children.

While many older adults are in their peak earning years 
throughout their ’50s, a variety of life situations can 
derail others’ security. Divorce, job loss, disability, and 
supporting adult children and/or young grandchildren 
are among the most common reasons that people in 
this age group may find themselves facing hunger.

With your help, we can reach more people in need. 
Together, we can surpass last year’s 34.5 million pounds  
of food distributed! To give online today, visit 
godspantry.org. Thank you! 

“Janet,” her story and her likeness, represent a composite of an 
older adult typically served at the food bank’s partner pantries 
across Central and Eastern Kentucky. Exact details have been 
changed to respect each client’s right to privacy. 
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FOODFOR THOUGHT

Kentucky  
Leads Nation  
in Older Adult  
Food Insecurity

18.6% 
OF PRE-RETIREMENT DECADE FOLKS  
ARE FOOD INSECURE IN KENTUCKY

GodsPantryFoodBank.org

facebook.com/godspantryfoodbank

twitter.com/GPFoodBank   

instagram.com/gpfoodbank

https://www.linkedin.com/company/god’s-pantry-food-bank/

The mission of God’s Pantry Food Bank is to reduce hunger in Kentucky through community cooperation making the best possible use of all available resources.

Lynn and Virginia Grogan Leave a Local Legacy Continued from page 3

What is a Charitable Remainder Trust? 
When you create a charitable remainder trust with donated assets, 

you receive a stream of income from the trust, which can last for your 
lifetime or a set term of up to 20 years. At the end of the trust term, 

the remaining balance goes to the charity you name. You can:

 Boost your retirement income
 Provide for your heirs
 Reduce your taxes

 Continue your commitment to  
nourish hungry Central and Eastern 
Kentucky children, seniors and  
families with God’s Pantry Food Bank

Join us for…

MARK YOUR CALENDAR TODAY, AND LEARN MORE AT GODSPANTRY.ORG/EVENTS/

May 15, 2020
Keeneland Entertainment  

Center & Keene Barn       
Lexington, Kentucky

September 2019
Become a Hunger Action Hero!

November 16, 2019
God’s Pantry Food Bank Warehouse      

Lexington, Kentucky

February 1, 2020
Morehead 

Conference Center     
Morehead, Kentucky

40th 
Anniversary 

God’s Pantry Food Bank, Inc.          1685 Jaggie Fox Way          Lexington, KY 40511-1084           859.288.5335           info@godspantry.org

7388420DM07

 $35      $50      $100      $250      $500      $

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY                                                                                STATE                 ZIP

PHONE

E-MAIL

 Please contact me at the phone number above about  
	 making	planned	gifts	to	God’s	Pantry	Food	Bank.

I would like more information about:
  Volunteering      Hosting a Food + Fund Drive
  Giving through my will      Involving my company

  I want to become a Hero for the Hungry with a recurring, monthly 
gift of $ . I understand I can change or cancel at any 
time and have provided payment information below.

 Charge my gift to: 
 Visa      MasterCard      Amex      Discover    

CARD NUMBER  

EXP. DATE SEC. CODE

SIGNATURE

Please make your check payable to:
God’s	Pantry	Food	Bank
1685 Jaggie Fox Way
Lexington, KY 40511-1084

Please call 859.288.5335 to charge your gift by phone,  
or visit give.godspantry.org to make a gift online.

Here’s my gift to God’s Pantry Food Bank: 

VISIT GODSPANTRY.PLANMYGIFT.ORG
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Let’s SHIFT Latest Hunger Relief Effort Into High Gear 
U.S. businesses waste about 50 billion pounds 

of food every year, according to Feeding 
America estimates. That represents enough 
nourishment to feed over 25,000 people for an 
entire year. (In our service region, an estimated 
250,000 neighbors are food insecure.)

“SHIFT” is a Food Bank 
program that directs donor 
dollars toward a common 
sense, volunteer-driven 
initiative that rescues 
nutritious fresh foods and 

redirects them to area feeding sites. It stands for: 
Solving Hunger with Independent Food Transport.

Working closely with Feeding America, God’s Pantry 
Food Bank is the “middle man” between businesses 

that have unused food, and nearby feeding 
programs (pantries, soup kitchens, etc.).

With a text and photo, businesses alert the Food 
Bank of available goods for pickup. SHIFT volunteers 
trained in safe handling procedures pick up food 
donations and deliver them directly to our  
partner agencies. 

If you are interested in becoming a SHIFT volunteer, 
you must be a legally licensed driver age 18 or 
older and able to lift between 25-50 lbs. Following 
an introductory training session, you may begin to 
accept assignments. 

If	you	are	interested	in	SHIFTing	this	initiative	
into high gear, contact Renee Rigdon at 
rrigdon@godspantry.org. 

Your Gifts Can Now Feed 
Neighbors Struggling with 
Health and Hunger
Hunger is a major health issue, with adverse health 

effects on everyone in its grip — regardless of age. 
When they go hungry, young children are set up to 
fail, socially and academically. Older folks struggle 
to maintain good health when their cupboards are 
bare. And patients on the mend cannot properly heal 
without adequate nutrition.

Because good friends like you continue to give 
generously, God’s	Pantry	Food	Bank	began	a	new	
hunger relief program last year. Partnering with 
area health care providers, we now offer emergency 
assistance to food-insecure patients being discharged 
from the hospital, or identified by their medical 
provider in other service settings.

The box of healthy, non-perishable food  
items is brimming with a carefully selected 

variety of the healthiest items that are 
typically the most difficult for low-income 

individuals to access.

The Veterans	Affairs	Medical	Center in Lexington 
and Kentucky One Health / St. Joseph’s London and 
Berea hospitals are the Food Bank’s first two partnering 
organizations, with more to come.

The Health Care Pantry initiative is the latest and 
greatest step toward eliminating the need among our 
most vulnerable populations. Thank you for continuing 
your support as we expand our reach into the 
communities we serve!

Special thanks to program sponsors Kentucky One 
Health and Molina Healthcare. 

Lynn and Virginia Grogan Leave a Local Legacy
GODSPANTRY.PLANMYGIFT.ORG

Her name was Virginia, but 
she had an all-Kentucky 

childhood. Virginia Botkins grew 
up surrounded by paddocks, 
white fences and horses. The 
daughter of a Greentree Farm 
manager, she married another 
Lexington Lafayette High graduate, 
Lynn Grogan, Jr. shortly after her 
graduation in 1948.

The young couple embarked on a 
mid-century Bluegrass family life. 
Two sons, Alan and Dan were born. 
In 1960, Lynn and his father, Lynn, Sr., 
purchased a medical supply business 
and opened their new venture in 
a small Vine Street storefront in 
Lexington with three employees. 

Virginia worked as a bookkeeper at 
First Security Bank, and later part 
time at Grogan Healthcare Supply. 
She volunteered at a fledgling 
new pantry in town, started by 
an acquaintance Mim Hunt — the 
beginning of God’s Pantry Food 
Bank. “I worked at the pantry when 
it first opened, and I saw the Food 
Bank when it was on High Street,” 
she recalled.

Today, Grogan’s Healthcare Supply 
is a staple of the Lexington business 
and healthcare community, 
employing 40 people in its 
Tennessee and Arkansas branches. 

Alan Grogan, Lynn & Virginia’s  
son, is now general manager.

Success and retirement did not 
distract Virginia and Lynn from 
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The Mim Hunt Society
Many of our friends, like Lynn and Virginia Grogan, choose to make a gift 
to God’s Pantry Food Bank in their will, with a beneficiary designation 
or other planned gift. We honor them as members of The Mim Hunt 
Society, named for the woman who founded the Food Bank in 1955 
and who continued her impact with her own planned gift. The legacy 
of Mim and these friends continues as together we continue to fight 
hunger and deliver hope in Central and Eastern Kentucky. 

We invite you to join The Mim Hunt Society by making a gift in your will, 
beneficiary designation or other planned gift. For more information, 
visit godspantry.planmygift.org or contact:
Alice	Rogers,	Individual	Donor	Relationships	
Officer	at	859.288.5322	or	alice@godspantry.org.
Always seek the advice of your financial or legal 
advisor. If you include God’s Pantry Food Bank  
in your plans, please use our legal name and 
Federal Tax ID. 
Legal Name: God’s Pantry Food Bank, Inc.
Address: 1685 Jaggie Fox Way, Lexington, KY 40511
Federal Tax ID Number: 31-0979404

Continued on page 4

Dinner with  
the Grandparents

I remember fondly Sunday summer dinners at my 
grandparents’ house. We’d eat in the dining room 
after church and then gather around the TV to watch 
baseball. Dessert during the game was Jonathan 
apples from the root cellar. The grandkids sat on the 
floor around grandpa’s chair each waiting for him to 
cut and peel the next slice.

It is hard to imagine what life might have been like 
without those special dinners.

Thanks to your support, God’s Pantry Food Bank 
gathers food to help fill tables for many dinners. We 
keep more and more fresh produce and commercially-
prepared food from going to waste by making sure it 
reaches hungry neighbors first. You will learn more 
about a food rescue program called SHIFT in this issue.

Thousands of parents and grandparents struggle to 
put food on the table for school-age children. In the 
summer the pang of hunger can increase for kids who 
rely on a school lunch program for sustenance. 

Too many of these kids are at risk  
of skipping meals because the cupboards  

at home are bare.

This summer, we have already begun hosting weekly 
produce drops in food insecure neighborhoods. 
Summer Meal sites are set up in areas where kids and 
teens who need the food are most likely to visit. Our 
pantry programs are prepared for more visits from 
struggling families.

Thank you for all you do to ease hunger for 
hardworking neighbors in Central and Eastern 
Kentucky. Working together we make sure there’s 
enough food to go around. Thank you for making 
sure our most vulnerable families have suppers  
all summer!

Michael J. Halligan 
Chief Executive Officer

Founder, Mim Hunt


