
we moved communities. Eventually, I served on the board of the Greater Chicago Food Depository. 
From 2002-2007, I was invited to work at America’s Second Harvest (now Feeding America), helping 
initiate a new retail store donation program.

Throughout my years I’ve been blessed to be among passionate servants who care so deeply 
about the mission to address hunger. Each of us moves through life’s journey experiencing the 
world around us.  For those who are hungry, the journey is no different.  There are crossroads and 
circumstances that change the path.  Some might be controllable.  Others are not.   Food banks are 
at the center of a caring, dedicated network of anti-hunger agencies and supporters. They share a 
powerful ability to advocate rooted in daily, hands-on efforts to end hunger. A caring, passionate 
community of individuals, like you, who see potential for new beginnings, who make profound 
differences in the life of another.

I’ll close with a final thought.  I had just finished a press conference in Lewiston, ID, to open a Kids 
Cafe at a local Boys & Girls Club.  A student approached and handed me a framed drawing of a slice 
of buttered toast.  I smiled, saying “thank you.”  The student replied “No, thank you.  Because of the 
food you helped me get I’m not as hungry and I do better in school.”   Leave it to the mind of a child 
to help one clearly see the need.

I look forward to meeting you. To being a part of your caring community, addressing hunger one 
journey at a time.

Michael J. Halligan

There have been many experiences in my life’s 
journey that led me to Feeding America and 
ultimately God’s Pantry Food Bank. 

Working in the food industry seemed like a good 
fit for someone raised in an Iowa farm economy. 
After graduation I began work at Quaker Oats 
where my wife Lori and I found opportunities to 
volunteer in food pantries and soup kitchens as  
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Partnership is key to fighting hunger. One of our key 
partners last year was Blue Grass Energy, a Touchstone 
Cooperative. The regional cooperative adopted God’s 
Pantry Food Bank in 2016 to raise funds and help raise 
awareness among their members and employees. 
They held   fundraisers throughout the year, included 
features in their monthly publications, and highlighted 
the Food Bank’s work at their annual member 
meeting.
Their efforts resulted in nearly $20,000 raised for 
hunger relief in Central Kentucky.

Thank you, Blue Grass Energy for being an electrifying 
partner in the fight against hunger!

Despite grey skies, spirits were lifted on January 18 when God’s Pantry Food Bank took delivery 
of a new 32-foot refrigerated trailer. Generous gifts from the James Graham Brown Foundation, 
Disney, General Mills, Becker Law Office, Kroger, the Mulhollem Cravens Foundation, and several 
anonymous donors combined to grow the Food Bank’s daily hauling capacity by 24 pallets. A new 
tractor joined the Food Bank fleet a couple days later. 

Within days, the trailer was on the road 
and delivering groceries, growing the 
number of meals available to hungry 
neighbors in need. In the first month 
the trailer made trips to Harlan, Corbin/
Beverly, Jackson, Barbourville, Pineville, 
Middlesboro, and Direct Service Drops 
to Elliott County, Fleming County, and 
Woodford County. The tractor and trailer 
allows the Food Bank to take more food 
to drops that previously could only be 
serviced by box trucks due to geographic 
limits with larger trailers. 

Without reliable wheels, the Food Bank can’t move meals. This vehicle provides the capacity to 
get more produce into 50 counties served by the Food Bank. Current trucks were running out of 
room before pallets of produce could get a ride. With the additional truck the Food Bank is on 
track to distribute nearly 31.9 million pounds of food between July 2016 - June 2017, which would 
be enough food to make 26.5 million meals. 

Blue Grass Energy

Our Newest Wheels

Rama Aroon has been a Food Bank 
volunteer for more than 10 years, monthly 
bringing a group of 5-25 people to the 
warehouse. To go further she makes 

sure each person 
understands the 
value of their work, 
regularly making 
donations in honor 
of graduations and 
birthdays.  Rama 
believes “hands that 

give are holier than hands that pray.” We 
were happy to honor Rama and her group 
Sai at our Partner Appreciation evening for 
being faithful volunteers.



Looking for ways to feed 
hungry neighbors?
-Become a monthly donor 
and provide ongoing support 
to Kentucky families. Through 
regular gifts, monthly donors 
provided more than 1 million 
meals in 2016.
-Feed the future by planning 
your giving legacy today. 
The Food Bank can work with 
you to design a gift that is 
right for you and carries on 
your commitment to feed the 
future.
give.godspantry.org

Taste of the Bluegrass  May 19
Governor’s Cup   June 5-6
Golf Fore the Hungry  August 20-21
Taste of Southeast Kentucky October 26
Basket Brigade   November 11
Chili Wars    November 18

For more information visit www.godspantryfoodbank.org

Proceeds from events help feed hungry kids, 
seniors and families across Central and Eastern 
Kentucky. In 2016 events raised more than 
$315,000 which allowed the Food Bank to 
distribute enough food for more than 2.5 million 
meals in our region.  

2016 was a banner year in the fight against hunger across Central and Eastern Kentucky. Together, 
you and the Food Bank provided our hungry neighbors with enough food and groceries to prepare an 
unprecedented 26 million meals during the year. 

As you know, there are more than a quarter of a million neighbors across the Central and Eastern 
regions of Kentucky who are food insecure. On a given day, they may be unsure when their next meal 
will come. With your help we are reaching more and more of those who are food insecure, and we 
thank you for your support. 

We’ve pulled together a few highlights of what your generosity accomplished in 2016.





God’s Pantry Food Bank, Inc.
1685 Jaggie Fox Way
Lexington, KY 40511-1084  
(859) 255-6592

God’s Pantry Food Bank (GPFB) has a long rich history in Central and Eastern Kentucky. Starting as 
a Lexington food pantry in 1955, then expanding to be a food bank, providing more than 30 million 
pounds of food annually to approximately 400 hunger relief programs in 50 counties of the state. 

Our history is evident in our name, albeit confusing. It is a road map that starts with our origin as a 
small local food pantry started by one woman who would not take the credit for her efforts, rather 
declaring it the work of God; to today as a food bank, carrying on that original mission in a greatly 
expanded way that provides food to hundreds of food pantries and other hunger relief programs.

One of those partner programs is God’s Food Pantry in Somerset. Though its name is similar to the 
Food Bank’s, it is a separate non-profit organization, no doubt started as a ministry to do the work of 
God. God’s Food Pantry sources much of the food it distributes in Pulaski County from GPFB. 

God’s Food Pantry typically serves 1,200 families each month. Its executive director, Brenda Russell, 
takes every opportunity to make her community better. She assists GPFB staff at agency focus group 
meetings and mentors other pantries in fundraising and community engagement. To learn about 
God’s Food Pantry and its work in Pulaski County, visit: http://bit.ly/GodsFoodPantry.

So, what is in a name? A lot, actually–history, purpose, mission, a little confusion, a lot of similarities, 
and a shared goal of feeding the hungry.
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